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PREFACE. 


Gentlemen in Opposition, 


TSE humble HUDIBRASTIC RHYMES, 
addreſſed to you, will, I hope, meet with the appro- 
bation the Writer is so deſirous to obtain. 

The Reso0Lves of the SECRET COMMITTEE 
of the Housz oF Commons, have demonſtrated i in 
the clearest manner by an APPEAL ro Facrs of 
the moſt poſitive and alarming nature, that a Cox- 
SPIRACY has been traiterouſly carried on in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, with France, for the purpoſe 
of forwarding the intereſt of our Enemies, and of 
eſtabliſhing three different Republics. This has 
been corroborated by the trials and executions of 
Individuals who have. ſuffered in conſequence of ſue 
Conſpiracy. By the confeſſion of others not leſs 
criminal that have ſaved their lives by their confeſſions. 
Such evident proofs of treason for the worst pur- 


poles, the deſtruction of our happy Government, 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


„ 
muſt, I ſhould hope, have its due weight with you. 
I therefore truſt that your future conduct will ſhew 
that you are truly worthy the important taſk you 
have aſſigned yourselves, of keeping a watchful eye 
on thoſe in power, no doubt far more for the ſake 
of the public, than of any private intereſt of your 
own, and that the public may ſafely look up to you 
for wiſhing to reform, and not as ſome way ſurmiſe, 
to countenance in any ſhape thoſe who under, the 
plea of reforming, have, as appears from their con- 
duct, their trials and confeſſions, endeavoured to 
forward the views of France, by undermining and 
deſtroying the eſtabliſhed Government. | 
Convinced, as you mult be, I am no party-man, 
and act but from one motive, the good of my Coun- 
try, you will, I hope, give me some credit for my 
humble Rhymes. And be aſſured, if you will vouch- 
ſafe to attend to the wholeſome advice given in 
them, it is then my ſincere wiſh you may obtain 
from the Public, that good opinion you no doubt 
ſo much covet.; and that you yourſelves may be an 


example of that reform you ſo much recommend. 


A 


HupiBRASTIC ADDRESS 
10 


' OPPOSITION. 


VI Candidates to BS the State, 
That ſhine ſo much in a debate ; 
Who on great talents much rely, 
That you may ſomething get thereby ; 
Who titles, ribbands, would acquire, 
Or entertain a fond deſire 

To get in place, that you may be 
Enrich'd thereby ſufficiently— 

Ye Champions of bold Freedom's cauſe, 
Who ſeek thereby to gain applauſe, 
And would reform the Parliament, 


Not UNDERMINE the GovERNMENT 3 


665 

To me beg you will attend, 

It is RxrORN 1 recommend; 

The cauſe on which with warmeſt zeal 
You fay depends the common weal: 
But for that end a change muſt be, 

Turn out the preſent MinisTzy. 
That you in that ſhould have your way 
Is what with you I cannot ſay; 
But for Reform with you I plead— 
We all a Reformation need : 

Let each man then begin at home, 
From ſuch reform much good might come. 
Nay, even ſhould ſuch men as you 
Give to my honeſt hint its due, 

I doubt not but the public weal 

Would be amended by your zeal ; 

And all good men would then commend 
The wiſe Reform which I'd befriend. 
To ſuch Reform pray then take heed, 
Of which tis thought you ſtand in need. 


The wiſe and good will ever be 

The friends ſineere of Loyalty; 
They'll never ceaſe to aid a cauſe 
Whoſe aim is to defend the Laws 
Againſt Conſpirators moſt baſe, / 
Who ftrive their Country to diſgrace z | - 
And would, to ſhew their bitter hat, 
Their Gallic neighbours imitate ; - | 
With theſe their end they would obtain, 
And in Convention here maintam 
Their doftrines---for it is their aim 

To bring their native land to ſhame, 
That they their fortunes may advance, 
And do as. has been done in France : 
For ſuch a cauſe you'd not contend, 
Such Traitors you would not befriend. 
Shall it be ſaid by Miniſtry— 
“Ambition, pride, venality, 


é Diſguſt, revenge, and temper vain, 


Unite to make you all complain; 


CS» 
14 98 That Foes and Traitors you defend, 
** To gain thereby a ſelfiſh end!“ | 

You would not wiſh to bring diſgrace 
That you might force yourſelves in place; 
Your Country you would not betray, 
Becauſe you cannot have your way— 
No---No---you'll take Britannia's part, 
For it would grieve you to the heart, 

To have it ſaid you ſeek to ne; ..! 

By means that honeſt men deſpiſe. 


Tho' I your conduct freely ſcan, 
You ſee I am no party- man; 

My Country's welfare is the teſt 
On which I'll never ceaſe to reſt. 
Nay, tis my wiſh and pious pray'r, 
If for her cauſe you will declare, 
Protect her from the ruffian blows 


Of foreign and domeſtic foes ; 


GS] © 


That you her favours may obtain, 


You then no longer will complain. 
And you muſt know, I'm very ſure 
Your maladies ſhe well can cure, 
State maladies that oft perplex, 
And will the patient often vex. 
For when ſhe pays you all your price, 
She needs muſt pleaſe you in a trice ; 
Place, Penſion, Rank, are no bad pills 
To purge a Patriot of his ills. 
Should even Patriots prove inſane, 
Thoſe pills at once relieve the brain, 
And, ſtrange to tell, they'll then admit 
What they before held moſt unfit; 
Rebellion too, they'll then oppoſe, 


And bid defiance to our foes 


Have patience, Sirs, and you will find 


dhe has the means to make you kind; 


(10 ) 

You'll have your pills, too, in your turn, 
When ſhe your merits can diſcern, 
Your fate you will not then bewail, 

For pills like theſe can never fail, 
They'll make you all this land defend, 


With warmeſt zeal gainſt France contend. 


Convinc'd I'm ſure you now muſt be 
1 write with much ſincerity, 
That I your good muſt have in view, 


Then what I now adviſe purſue, 


With you, I for Rrroxu contend ; 

| ever will Reform defend: | 

Others, need, mayn't think like me, \ 
Thoſe oft aſſume the liberry — | 
To ſay © Reform 1s a mere plea, # 
* A means by which you would contrive 


„ Seditious zeal to keep alive, 


9 The Miniſtry to undermine, 3 


e And thus atchieve your grand deſign.” wy 


Let not ſuch charges be made clear, 
For odious you muſt then appear, 
And then I doubt you'll never gain 
What you're ſo ardent to obtain. 
'Neer ſcorn from me advice to take, 

I give it freely for your ſake; 

I ſeek your int reſt, as you ſee; 


Depend on my ſincerity. 


Never---No, never ſeek applauſe 

By taking up a foe's bad cauſe ; 

That can't be right, though you may be 
At variance with the Miniſtry. 

For ſuch a cauſe---a cauſe ſo baſe, 


Maſt ev'ry Engliſhman diſgrace ; 


CEP. 
And as your Country's good muſt be 
Your aim—and Loyalty 
To King, your great purſuit, 

Who can your principles diſpute? 


Your foes oft ſay © you would from e 


With French Republicans unite, 
Or that at leaſt you give aſſent 

© To a rebellious diſcontent, 

© And that the diſaffected are 
“Objects of your peculiar care, 

«© With theſe you very often try 

te Each public meaſure to decry ; 

* That while you baſely thus perſiſt, 
« The enemy you mult aſſiſt.“ 


Theſe harſh reproaches oft I hear, 
But I, with you, think them ſevere ; 


What 1s aſſerted, cannot be, 


626) 
You all have too much honeſt. 
Then do away this charge gainſt you, 
Prove to the world it 18 untrue 1 
Diſcourage Mobs. preſerve the State 
Gainſt Treaſon, and rebellious hate; 
The Laws defend. — for tho we're free, 5 
Freedom abus 'd is Anarchy. 
What is it pray diſguſts you ſo? 
I do beſeech you let me know; 
And as my motive you can't blame, 


For Britain's welfare is my aim, 


I truſt it may ſome merit claim. ; 
Then tell me, that we may agree, 
Why you oppoſe the Miniſtry > 
Why each abandorid Traitor baſe 'P 
Muſt be protected from diſgrace : 
Is it becauſe you're out of Place, [ 


And every means you think is juſt, 


To ſhew how great is your diſguſt ? 


(1) 


© Oh! NO--<NO-=-NO=--WE're Patriots true, 
© And Britain's fate we needs muſt rue; 
e The war---the war---we reprobate, 


* It will bring ruin on the State! 


Nothing from France we had to fear? 


I with you would make that appear 


A war, I own, that is unjuſt, 


Should every honeſt heart diſguſt; 

But will you ſay it is ſo now? 

You ſurely will not this avow : 

For howe'er great your zeal may be 
Againſt the preſent Miniſtry, 
You would not, to deſtroy their ſway, 
Wiſh that the French may have their way, 


Encourage France to perſevere, 


Tell her that you her cauſe revere ; 
Bid her our efforts all diſdain, 


That ſhe at length her end may gain. 


(45) 
You boldly fay I know, © that we 
« *Gainſt France firſt fought an enmity, : 


* Becauſe the French thought fit to be 

No longer rul'd by Monarchy. 

« A truth you hold that's on your ſide, | 
% By which you ever will abide 3 

And France might ſurely juſtly ſay 

«© She would be govern'd her own. way, 

e And would conſider all as foes, 

ce That dared her nat'ral right oppoſe.. 


Truth ever ſhould have weight, 1 own, - 
But truth and reaſon will diſown . 

What boldly-you advance for true; 
Then give to truth attention due: 
What you aſſert I do deny, 

On facts I ever ſhall rely; 


Theſe prove it never was th' intent 


To force on France a Government: 


Our cauſe is that of ſelf-defence. 


While Gallic Democrats contend, 


Their knaviſh doctrines to extend, 


While neighbours they with rage o'er run, 
And peaceful Holland could not ſhun 
Their democratic ardent zeal 

For our allies ſhall we not feel? 


Yes, we to treaties always true, 


Wil ever give aſſiſtance due; 


And to maintain the Orange cauſe, 

Juſt, ancient rights, eſtabliſn'd laws, 

We ſtrove to ſave a ſinking State 
From ruin and rebellious hate, | 

From Democrats in league with France, 
That ſought their Fortunes to advance, 
Tho' dire Deſtruction ſhould attend 
The wicked cauſe that they defend. 


(wu) 
Beſides, had we not much to fear 
When France ſo many friends has here, 
When Ireland abounds in foes, 
And would with France increaſe our woes; 
To France theſe are fo well inclin d 
That they with her are of a mind 
Their native Lands to undermine, - 
To bring about their baſe deſign, 
The overthrow-of Cnhuxcn and Kino, 
Deſtruction then they ſoon would bring, 
As from experience is too plain, 


When Democrats in triumph reign. 


Ye Oppoſition Leaders why 1 
Should we not on PITT rely a5 

Can it be deem'd or right, or fit, 

At any rate to turn out Pr? 


Can rage againſt a Miniſtry, 


Ambition, pride, venality, - 
1 0 
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6 
Inflame your minds with ſuch fell ſpite, 
In miſchief thus to take delight ? 


If what I've ſaid does not appear 


To you convincing and moſt clear, 

To prove the war on our part juſt, 
What I ſhall add, I hope, and truſt, 

A candid mind will own with me, 

Are proofs to which you ſhould agree. 
Theſe to your candor 1 appeal, 

To men who for their country feel ; 
And whether in, or out of Place, 

On England would not bring diſgrace. 


Reflect, I pray—recall to mind, 


Proofs that from French reſolves we find. 


The French by theſe reſolves decree 
That ready they will ever be, 
Rebellious Subjects to aſſiſt, 

If they but boldly will perſiſt 


a 

To overturn eſtabliſh'd ſway, 
And Demoerats alone obey. 
Such principles muſt needs alarm, 
For ſelf-defence the Nations arm; 
And to ſupport a legal right, 


Thoſe different nations all unite. 


But now methinks I hear you ſay, 

e Theſe French reſolves are done away; 
« France has retracted what ſhe ſaid, 

« Then why of theſe reſolves afraid? 

« Make, make enen with France comply, 
« No more Republicans defy ; | 

Nor longer ſuch vaſt ſums expend, 4 
«© When no advantage can attend : 

**< Muſt we the Dupes of Europe. be, 

« To fight the cauſe of Monarchy ? _ 

«© Millions unprofitably pay, 


e That we from pride may have our way? 


* 
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(20) 

e Miſguided Britons | ceaſe to ſtrive, 

* No longer keep your hopes alive ; 

* Give up the cauſe of Royalty, 

* From Kingly ſway France will be free; 
Turn out the Miniſtry, and then 


e Britain will be renown'd again!“ 


Your creed, tis plain, will ever be 
Turn out- turn out the Miniſtry: 
While to the Public you declare 
Averſion to an unjuſt war, 

And fay, © we fight that Monarchy 
“Again in France reſtor'd may be:“ 
But we have ſhewn that's not the caſe, 
Tho much we wiſh it may take place, 
That we a ſettled Peace may gain, | 
And all our rights by Peace obtain. 
Whenever we can gain that end, 


With France no longer we'll contend. 


( 21 ) 


You own that we had cauſe to be 


Juſtly provok'd at a decree, 

That ſerv'd to rouſe rebellious zeal 
In ev'ry land, by this appeal, 

But paſs that over haſtily 

As well you know you cannot be 
The advocates of ſuch decree. 

Vet France you fay will ſtill prevail, 

1 all our efforts needs muſt fail. 


Th' events of war will ever be 

At beſt of great uncertainty, 

But as our cauſe is clearly juſt, 
Tho Demagogues may ſhew diſguſt, 
We'll ftrive to gain an upright end, 
The Conſtitution we'll defend, 
And by exerting all our might, | 
Obtain at length what's juſt and right. 


(22) 
Bills now are paſt that will reſtrain 
TH ambitious, turbulent, and vain, 
'Gainſt traitors they'll the Jaws maintain. 
And when our foes abroad ſhall lee 
We can ſupport with energy, 
The Law gainſt Traitors baſe, and bold, 
'They'll dread we alſo ſhall uphold 
A War for years, with firmeſt zeal, 
If Britons proper ſpirit feel ; 
And all 1s ſurely now at ſtake, 
Yes, for our King and Country's ſake, 
For all that Engliſhmen hold dear, 
Gainſt hoſtile France will perſevere ; 
A Bonaparte will oppoſe, 
And bid defiance to our foes, 


My taſk, tho' long, I muſt purſue, 


I muſt proceed---appeal to you, 


And tho' my rhymes are not refin'd, 


(23) 


some truths in them you'll chance to find; 
Truths which I freely ſhall relate. 
Be not ſo laviſh of your hate 
To Miniſters who now preſide, 


For you in turn may hkewiſe guide. 


As Engliſhmen we ſhould agree, 
We ſhould be friends to Liberty; 
But all ſhould cordially unite, 

To vindicate our Country's right ; 
And join againſt a common foe, 


That would involve us all in woe. 


An Oppoſition I much prize, 

That for the Country's good adviſe; 
1 ſuch Id ever put a truſt. 

But ſome will ſay, “tis from diſguſt 

* You now oppoſe—to gain your end, 


From ſelfiſh motives you contend ; 
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( 22 ) 


Bills now are paſt that will reſtrain 


Th' ambitious, turbulent, and vain, 
Gainſt traitors they'll the laws maintain. j 
And when our foes abroad ſhall ſee 
We can ſupport with energy, 


The Law gainſt Traitors baſe, and bold, 
'They'll dread we alſo ſhall uphold 


A War for years, with firmeſt zeal, 
If Britons proper ſpirit feel ; 

And all is ſurely now at ſtake, 

Yes, for our King and Country's ſake, 
For all that Engliſhmen hold dear, 
*Gainſt hoſtile France will . ; 
A Bonaparte will oppoſe, 

And bid defiance to our foes. 


My taſk, tho' long, I muſt purſue, 
I muſt proceed---appeal to you, 


And tho' my rhymes are not refin'd, 


(23) 


Some truths in them you'll chance to find; 
Truths which I freely ſhall relate. 
Be not ſo laviſh of your hate 
To Miniſters who now preſide, 


For you in turn may hkewiſe guide. 


As Engliſhmen we ſhould agree, 
We ſhould be friends to Liberty; 
But all ſhould cordially unite, 

To vindicate our Country's right; 
And join againſt a common foe, 


That would involve us all in woe. 


An Oppoſition I much prize, 

That for the Country's good adviſe ; 

_ In ſuch I'd ever put a truſt, 

But ſome will ſay, © 'tis from diſguſt 
** You now oppoſe—to gain your end, 


From ſelfiſh motives you contend ; 


(24) 
e That a Reform in Parliament 
% Means nothing more than diſcontent : 
* Becauſe the Parliament agree 
* To vote for preſent Miniſtry, 
“Therefore corrupt they needs mult be. 
* That pride, ambition, love of gain, 
Makes you your principles maintain. 
« You talk of liberty with zeal, 
% But diff rent motives would conceal. 
% A tub you throw out to the Whale, 
That Miniſters you may aſſail ; 
«© That vileſt Ass80c1AaT1ons here, 
* You wiſh'd might excite abject fear 
e *Mong Miniſters—that they 
Might thereby yield to you the sway ; 
* Yes, turn them out, whate'er may be 
* Of France the future deſtiny : 
e Yes, tho' her firſt Conſul from ſpite, 
„Make England feel revenge and might; 


(25 ) 
e Theſe charges ſome will urge gainſt you, 
cc They will aſſert they all are true.” | oe 8 


But, I am ſure that cannot be, 
Whate'er your zeal for liberty! 
Whate'er your wiſh to come in place, 
It cannot be by actions baſe. 
Can men that would reform the State 
Thus give a looſe to factious hate, 
Or wiſh by means that muſt diſgrace 
To get at all events in place ? 
You'll ſay I know things can't go well 
When we who in great {kill excel, 
Would willingly direct the State, 
And oft declare it in debate; 
« As muſt appear from what we ſay, 
e Yet no attention Members Pay, 
« But till ſupport a Miniſtry 


* With whom we never can agree; 


- L. 26 }) 


« For we much better underſtand - 
« What is the intereſt of this Land.” 


Tho' ſome may think your reas'ning vain, 
It is, I'm ſure, moſt clear and plain. 
But if tis not to be your fate, 

You ſhould direct the helm of State, 
That other Pilots ſhould preſide, 
Britannia in a ſtorm to guide, 

May we in them our truſt confide; 
That Britiſh Rights they will maintain, 
Our happy Government ſuſtain ; 

And will with other States unite, 

Exert their utmoſt zeal and might, 
Peace to reſtore, that all may be 

From war and civil diſcord free: 
Britain add conqueſts to her fame, 


From ev'ry nation merit claim, 


For having in a cauſe ſo juſt 


(CS) 
Deſerv'd a moſt unbounded truſt, 
The balance hold, that all may pay 
A tribute to her gen'rous ſway, 

To guard them gainſt baſe ſavage foes, 
That heap on Nations endleſs woes. 
Let no ambition Cer again 
From pride, from jealouſy, maintain 
Rebellion's dire deſtructive zeat, 
That we ſuch horrors here may feel ; 
And let no future Potentate ir 
To Rebels give ſiniſter weight, 

For he no doubt will rue the day 
He e'er ſupported ſuch a ſway. 


Lovis! 1 pity thy untimely end; 
Thy ſubjects no one can defend. 

May Sov'reigns, warn'd alas, by thee, 
Beware of unjuſt policy. | 

No more let Kings, to ſhew their hate, 


(2) 

Foſter rebellion in a ſtate,* 
Rebellion gainſt the King and Laws, 
No---a good King to ſuch a cauſe 
Will never give his ſacred name, 
For that muſt bring diſgrace and ſhame ; 

With Rebels he will not unite, 
To gratify revenge and ſpite, 
Or, as in France, he may inſpire 
Subjects at home with like defire 
To overturn eſtabliſh'd laws, 
And court the multitude's applauſe, 


Who in all countries are inchn'd 


* It is unneceſſary for me to dwell on what gave 
riſe to the unfortunate civil war in America ; but it 
is altogether applicable to my purpoſe, to ſhew the 


| impolicy of Kings making a common cauſe with 


Rebels, merely from motives of ambition and State 
Policy. —— The fatal effects of ſuch Policy the 
unfortunate Louis has too ſeverely experienced. 


(Ex 
' Faults in their Governors to find, 


And ranks would level to be free | 


From all ſuperiority. 

And you in Oppoſition here, 5 
With thoſe in Place alike may fear 
The ill effects that will ariſe 
When crowds ſupreme controul deſpiſe, 
And by their leaders led aſtray, 
Nought-but their paſſions will obey. 
All Law, all Property, wall then 
Depend on baſe deſigning men, 

In league with France, 'gainſt ev'ry tie 
That binds man in ſociety. 

And France will boaſt ſhe here has found 
Bold daring rebels ſo abound, 

On whoſe ſupport ſhe may rely, 

Each Nation ſhe may then defy, 
Trample on Kings, deſpiſe their ſway, 
Make them French Democrats obey, 


1 (³⁰9 
With Traitors like themſelves unite, 


And ovERTURN ALL LEGAL RIGHT. 
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FINIS. 
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